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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 March 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1.3-16 and 24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1.3-16 and 24 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 5/9/06 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Response to Amendment 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of tine following informalities: It is the 
Examiner's position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicant's invention. Therefore the Examiner requires the Applicant 
to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .75(d) and MPEP 608.01 (o) to explicitly 
state, with reference to the terms and phrases of the claim element, what structure, 
materials, and acts perform the function recited in the claim element. Please note that 
the MPEP clearly states, "Even If the disclosure implicitly sets forth the structure, 
materials, or acts corresponding to the means-(or step-) plus-function claim element In 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 112, first and second paragraphs, the PTO may still require 
the applicant to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .75(d) and MPEP 
608.01(0)...". (Also see MPEP 2181 (Rev. 1, Feb.2000)) Wolfensperger, 302 F.2d at 
955, 133 USPQ at 542. Appropriate correction is required. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7 and 15 are objected to because of the following Informalities: It Is the 
Examiner's position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicant's invention. Therefore the Examiner has objected to the 
claims for the reasons set forth above in the objection to the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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a. Claims 1 , 3-1 6, 24 are objected to because of tine following informalities: 

1. the recitation in claims 1 , 14, 16 and 24, "cliaractehsed in tliat it 
comprises," is narrative. To overcome this objection, applicant should 
recite, -comprising:-.; 

ii. the recitation in claims 3-13,15, "characterised in that it," is 
narrative. To overcome this objection, applicant should recite, - 
characterized by— OR -wherein-. 

ill. Applicant is required to remove reference numerals and 
parenthesis () from claims. Also, applicant is required to consistently mark 
the reference numerals with OR without parenthesis in the disclosure 
(e.g., pages 5-10, 11 (partially), 12-13 identify reference numerals without 
parenthesis and page 1 1 (lines 6-11) identify reference numerals with 
parenthesis). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 3-16, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

b. The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional 
or operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must 
be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be organized and 
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correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. The 
claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the 
patent(s) cited (e.g., claim 1, line 6, "as well as"; line 10 "describing"). 

c. In claimi , line 5, the recitation, "support and guide member of two 
footboards, or support bases for feet" is unclear. The examiner questions 
whether "support bases for feet" is considered an intended use for the support 
and guide member OR if applicant is reciting additional structure. Clarification 
and/or correction is required. 

d. the recitation in claim 1 , line 9, "for performing a hunting motion" is 
unclear. It is well established that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which an apparatus is intended to be employed, i.e., a functional limitation, does 
not impose any structural limitation upon the claimed apparatus which 
differentiates it from a prior art reference disclosing the structural limitations of 
the claim. In re Pearson, 494 F.2d 1399, 181 USPQ 641 (CCPA 1974): In re 
Casey, 370 F.2d 576, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 1967); In re Otto, 312 F.2d 937, 
136 USPA 458 (CCPA 1963). Where the prior art reference is inherently capable 
of performing the function described in a functional limitation, such functional 
limitation does not define the claimed apparatus over such prior art reference, 
regardless of whether the prior art reference explicitly discusses such capacity 
for performing the recited function. In re Ludtke, 441 F.2d 660, 169 USPA 563 
(CCPA 1971). In addition, where there is reason to believe that such functional 
limitation may be an inherent characteristic of the prior art reference. Applicant is 
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required to prove tliat tlie subject matter sliown in tlie prior art reference does not 
possess the characteristic relied upon. In re Spada, 91 1 F.2d 705, 15 USPQ 2d 
1655 (Fed. Cir. 1990); In re King, 801 F.2d 1324, 1327, 664, 169 USPQ at 566 
(CCPA1971). 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the safety device 
(disclosure page 10, lines 8-9 and claim 16) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner. 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 16, 30, 25, 19. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 

1 .121 (d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "14" has been used to designate both support guide and 
bar (page 5, line 24) and lever arm (page 7, line 26. Additionally, character "24" has 
been used to designate both "seat" and "pin" (page 9, line 22). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
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an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Conciusion 

7. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. Claims 3-16, 24 
would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
8. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori Amerson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, LoAn Thanh can be reached on 571-272-4966. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Lori Amerson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3764 



